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tion, and reception. It also contains films, office records, 
grants proposals, and information on similar projects in the 
U.S. and abroad. For information, contact Albert C. Lewis at 
the Humanities Research Center, The University of Texas at 
Austin, Box 7219, Austin, TX 78712, U,S.A. 
BONCOMPAGNI PAPERS IN THE LIBRARY OF TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN 
A short note appeared in Historia Mathematics, 5 (4)) pp. 470- 
472, on a collection of the papers of Prince Baldassare Boncompagni, 
the pioneer historian of mathematics and science, which was pre- 
sented to Cornell by Mr. H.P. Kraus of New York in 1962. Dr. I. 
Grattan-Guinness has already given an outline account of the col- 
lection of manuscript facsimiles made for the prince which is 
now in the archives of the Royal Academy of Sweden (see Isis 
62(1971), p. 372). The purpose of this note is to call atten- 
tion to the presence in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin 
of a very large body of the prince’s bibliographical papers. 
They were presented in 1909 by J.H. Reddan, a diplomat who had 
worked on the Venezuela-British Guiana boundary arbitration. He 
bought them at the sale of the Boncompagni library in Rome, 
estimating that there were originally between 60,000 and 80,000 
cahiers in the collection. It is also clear from the prince’s 
system of classification that Reddan did not acquire the whole 
and that a great part must be preserved elsewhere. However, 
the Dublin part fills 129 boxes. I have looked unsuccessfully 
for the missing parts chiefly in the hope of finding a guide to 
the cahiers, which would render an elaborate cataloguing of 
their contents less necessary. The Vatican Library has the 
prince’s general correspondence, (of which Mons. Ruysschaert 
kindly showed me some volumes), but not apparently the missing 
bibliographical materials. When offering the papers to our 
Library, Reddan wrote: “I should never have thought of buying 
them, had it not been that by the merest chance in looking at 
some few of them, I found correspondence of M. La Condamine, 
Humboldt and other scientists who had been in Guayana and the 
Amazons, in which parts of the South American Continent I also 
had been and in which I was then very interested. There were 
also letters of Sir Antonio Panizzi and of Cox and Nicholson of 
the Bodleian Library etc. etc. I naturally concluded from the 
few dozen I looked at that much gold might be extracted from 
the mass. I was right. They did truly contain much gold, but 
as I learned later it had been extracted before the mass reached 
me.” 
Basically the Dublin material consists of the prince’s notes, 
correspondence and other materials connected with the history 
of mathematics and science, together with specimen facsimile 
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pages specially executed for him from manuscripts all over Europe 
and also from title pages of printed books. 
The cahiers contained in our boxes 116-118 are outside the 
prince’s system of arrangement. Boxes 116-121 consist of corre- 
spondence arranged alphabetically by year. We have merely placed 
the years in sequence, 1854-1894. Boxes 122-128 are very miscel- 
laneous. This note is written at the urging of Dr. Grattan- 
Guinness, but also in the hope that someone may know where 
Boncompagni’s own guide to the cahiers is to be found. Anyone 
with pertinent information is requested to contact William 
O’Sullivan, Keeper of Manuscripts, Trinity College, Dublin. 
